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Rditor Monsor: |
Bome time singe n\r on the
“mayor,” in your paper, for s explans.
tion of the mluu of the board of
trustess to turnish fire prolection as vot:
o at the town slection last spring. As
It Ia quite itting that the board should
ve £n account of thelr stwardshlp in
this matter In some way, and as Lhe pa:
pers furnish the most convenisat
mllmd.llh;lul that your nllul

groater number of the electors ln so ex: |
prossing thelr wish in the matter, did
not have a very acoruaie. knowledge of
the atate of the floances of the town.
With so unanimous a vote on the ques-
tion it would certainly be proper for the
board to carry out the wishes of”the
town, It possible, and nothiog would
have pleased the board better than o
have done so, Buf as soon ss we com-
menced to Invostigate the matter, we
found that the town was not in condi.
tion to undertake the purchase of ade.
quate and satisfactory fire protection.
Tor the one remaining town hall bond
and the outstanding warrants, amount.
Ing to about 8750, which is ths whole
amount lovied by. the Sown, for town
purposes, and this Is also about as” high
a lovy as the town i allowed by law, It
wuld take the prooseds of ome levy to
the debts ulready incurred.
ow the cheapest satisfactory fire ap:
paratus obtaloable (s hand englne)
would cost, with hoso and other equips
monte, $1,000, and two clsterns about

'| 8500 more; or 81,500 complete, A oom.

plote tank system would cost about the
same amount and probably a little more.
While a steam engine would cost from

#2,600 to §3,000, and with #500 for cla
terns, you have an outlay of $3,000 to
$3,600, A steamer necessitates an addi.
tlonal expense of about $500 anoually,
for fuol and care, which ltem alone,
would {ake two-thirds of a years' total.
revenue, to say nothing of paylng for
the upparatus and the other necessary
town oxpenses, Adding to the cost of
either of these outfits to the present In-
debtednoess of $700 and you plunge the
town Into a much heavier debt than It
has over had, and the board could not
think it wise to #o over.-burden the tax-
payers, much ua the protection ls need-

od; and were satisfled that the town
must agree with thom,

As I have sald, the last lavy will pay
tho present indebtedness and will thus
permit of the purchase of fire apparatus
the coming flscal year.

Tho bourd camo to this concluslon,

.only nftor a careful lnvestigation of . the

watter, having spent cousiderable time
in conslderation of the matter, und hav:
ing taken palns to glean what laforma-
tlon oould be secured from all sources;
po that n data will be at hand for an in.
tolligent and satlstactory cholce of ap-
parntus and the furnlshivg of an ade
quate water supply, |
Warsox B, Borss,
President Boitrd of Trustoes.




